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THE phonics book for teachers. Comprehensive information is given here for every spelling of every

sound. For each spelling you find rules which govern it, exceptions to the rules, sample words to

use for teaching the sound or spelling, etymological information, and more. Each sound is keyed to

the Phonics Made Plain cards and chart. The Appendix also contains an excellent article concerning

reading problems of the older student or adult.
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Research has proven time and again the efficacy of teaching phonics for reading. Children who

learn to decode words are equipped to decode the meanings of sentences which the words form.

Thus they have fewer reading comprehension problems than their whole language method peers.

Unfortunately, phonics is usually not taught in it's entirety, progressively where one rule is built upon

another, and spelling is not taught along the way--so that children learn to spell the words that

adhere to the specific phonics rules as they are being taught.ABCs and All Their Tricks does an

excellent job of summarizing the importance of phonics, how it should be taught, and why it's

effective. It accurately and in easily understood explanation states one phonics rule and then lists

most of the words that follow the rule. The listings are in order for easy reference and

understanding. It addresses typical anti-phonics arguements--such as it doesn't work, spelling

issues, and exceptions to rules (generally the exceptions are really different rules, and ABCs

explains the reasons behind all of this). Perhaps most important in countering anti-phonics



arguments, ABCs notes a study of the English language conducted in the early 1970s that

evaluated over 19,000 words and determined how many of those words followed phonetic rules and

how many were exceptions. Most of the exceptions have reasons why they don't follow said

rule--usually a cognate from another language, and where possible, ABCs notes the cognate and

offers explanation.This book can be used as a reference guide for the reading/spelling/phonics

teacher, for a person who learned to read phonetically, but has forgotten the specific rules, or as an

independent, inexpensive phonics textbook.
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